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Table 3.C4.—Social Security and selected public assistance programs: Average monthly amount in current and 1998 
dollars, 1950–98

Period

Consumer
Price

Index,
all items 1

(1982-84=100)

 1 Data from Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U).

Average monthly Social Security amount
in current-payment status

Average monthly amount
per recipient under—

Retired workers
Widowed mother or father

and 2 children
Supplemental Security Income/

Old-Age Assistance 2 

 2 Beginning in 1974, represents payments to the aged under the SSI program.

Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families 3 

 3 Effective July 1, 1997, the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block grant program replaced the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) 
program. Beginning in 1997, payments include services.

Current
dollars

1998
dollars

Current
dollars

1998
dollars

Current
dollars

1998
dollars

Current
dollars

1998
dollars

December:
1950 ....................... 25.0 $43.86 $287.55 $93.90 $615.61 $43.05 $282.24 $20.85 $136.69
1951 ....................... 26.5 42.14 260.63 93.80 580.14 44.55 275.54 22.00 136.07
1952 ....................... 26.7 49.25 302.32 106.00 650.69 48.80 299.56 23.45 143.95
1953 ....................... 26.9 51.10 311.35 111.90 681.80 48.90 297.94 23.20 141.36
1954 ....................... 26.7 59.14 363.04 130.50 801.08 48.70 298.95 23.25 142.72

1955 ....................... 26.8 61.90 378.56 135.40 828.06 50.05 306.09 23.50 143.72
1956 ....................... 27.6 63.09 374.65 141.00 837.32 53.25 316.22 24.80 147.27
1957 ....................... 28.4 64.58 372.70 146.30 844.32 55.50 320.30 25.40 146.59
1958 ....................... 28.9 66.35 376.29 151.70 860.33 56.95 322.98 26.65 151.14
1959 ....................... 29.4 72.78 405.74 170.70 951.62 56.70 316.09 27.30 152.19

1960 ....................... 29.8 74.04 407.22 188.00 1,034.00 58.90 323.95 28.35 155.93
1961 ....................... 30.0 75.65 413.30 189.30 1,034.21 57.60 314.69 29.45 160.90
1962 ....................... 30.4 76.19 410.77 190.70 1,028.15 61.55 331.84 29.30 157.97
1963 ....................... 30.9 76.88 407.79 192.50 1,021.06 62.80 333.10 29.70 157.53
1964 ....................... 31.2 77.57 407.49 193.40 1,015.97 63.65 334.37 31.50 165.48

1965 ....................... 31.8 83.92 432.53 219.80 1,132.87 63.10 325.22 32.85 169.31
1966 ....................... 32.9 84.35 420.21 221.90 1,105.45 68.05 339.01 36.25 180.59
1967 ....................... 33.9 85.37 412.75 224.40 1,084.93 70.15 339.16 39.50 190.97
1968 ....................... 35.5 98.86 456.43 257.10 1,187.01 69.55 321.11 44.75 206.61
1969 ....................... 37.7 100.40 436.49 255.80 1,112.09 73.90 321.28 45.15 196.29

1970 ....................... 39.8 118.10 486.35 291.10 1,198.78 77.65 319.77 50.30 207.14
1971 ....................... 41.1 132.17 527.07 320.00 1,276.11 77.50 309.06 52.30 208.56
1972 ....................... 42.5 162.35 626.10 383.10 1,477.41 79.95 308.32 54.10 208.64
1973 ....................... 46.2 166.42 590.39 391.00 1,387.12 76.15 270.15 56.95 202.04
1974 ....................... 51.9 188.21 594.37 438.40 1,384.47 91.06 287.57 63.37 200.12

1975 ....................... 55.5 207.18 611.83 468.60 1,383.85 90.93 268.53 69.69 205.81
1976 ....................... 58.2 224.86 633.24 503.40 1,417.65 94.37 265.76 75.20 211.77
1977 ....................... 62.1 243.00 641.35 546.60 1,442.64 96.62 255.01 80.08 211.35
1978 ....................... 67.7 263.20 637.20 591.90 1,432.98 100.43 243.14 83.60 202.39
1979 ....................... 76.7 294.30 628.89 655.00 1,399.67 122.67 262.13 90.34 193.05

1980 ....................... 86.3 341.40 648.38 759.20 1,441.86 128.20 243.48 97.10 184.41
1981 ....................... 94.0 385.97 672.98 858.00 1,496.02 137.81 240.29 103.15 179.85
1982 ....................... 97.6 419.30 704.13 885.50 1,487.02 145.69 244.66 106.33 178.56
1983 ....................... 101.3 440.77 713.15 923.00 1,493.38 157.89 255.46 109.93 177.86
1984 ....................... 105.3 460.57 716.88 948.30 1,476.03 157.88 245.74 114.72 178.56

1985 ....................... 109.3 478.62 717.71 981.50 1,471.80 164.26 246.31 118.17 177.20
1986 ....................... 110.5 488.44 724.48 994.00 1,474.36 173.66 257.58 122.09 181.09
1987 ....................... 115.4 512.65 728.11 1,032.30 1,466.15 180.64 256.56 125.19 177.80
1988 ....................... 120.5 536.77 730.10 1,070.40 1,455.92 188.23 256.02 130.30 177.23
1989 ....................... 126.1 566.85 736.77 1,120.04 1,455.79 198.81 258.41 131.89 171.43

1990 ....................... 133.8 602.56 738.11 1,177.70 1,442.64 212.66 260.50 135.96 166.55
1991 ....................... 137.9 629.32 747.97 1,216.76 1,446.17 221.30 263.02 134.98 160.43
1992 ....................... 141.9 652.64 753.82 1,252.40 1,446.57 227.39 262.64 132.92 153.53
1993 ....................... 145.8 674.06 757.74 1,282.60 1,441.83 236.52 265.88 132.87 149.36
1994 ....................... 149.7 697.34 763.49 1,328.40 1,454.41 242.54 265.55 133.71 146.39

1995 ....................... 153.5 719.80 768.57 1,365.50 1,458.02 250.65 267.63 134.35 143.45
1996 ....................... 158.6 744.96 769.85 1,450.60 1,499.08 260.75 269.46 133.53 137.99
1997 ....................... 161.3 774.84 787.33 1,502.60 1,526.82 268.46 272.79 176.95 179.80
1998 ....................... 163.9 779.69 779.69 1,537.70 1,537.70 277.45 277.45 198.16 198.16
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